November 4, 2022
Hello FSD Parents/Guardians & Staff,

On October 27, the Illinois State Board of Education made public the 2022 Illinois School
Report Card which provides an annual detailed look at each school’s progress on academics,
student success, school culture and climate, and financial investments. One component of the
School Report Card is the annual summative designation – a descriptor of how each school in
Illinois is meeting the needs of all students. This designation is federally required and is based on
eight indicators of academic performance.
Based on the 2021-2022 data, the schools that earned a Summative Designation of
Commendable are: Blackhawk, Center, Empire and Carl Sandburg Middle School. Please note
that Carl Sandburg improved to Commendable after having been a Targeted Support School in
the past four years.
FHS, Jones Farrar and FMS earned a Targeted Support School Designation. All three schools
have one group of students that were identified as needing additional support this school year.
Please note that FMS improved to Targeted Designation after having been a Comprehensive
Designated School in the past six years.
Lincoln Douglas was given the designation of Comprehensive Support School and missed the
ISBE Summative threshold score by only 0.43.
We are proud to show progress in other measures that are part of the IL Report Card:
● Increase in Teacher Retention Rate from 78.3% to 80.4%
● Increase in 8th grade students passing Algebra from 19.5% to 21.1%.
● Increase percentage of students meeting and exceeding standards in reading (from 10% to
13%) and math (from 9% to 12%) in grades 3-8
● The percentage of students enrolled in one or more Career and Technical Education
(CTE) courses is 54% which is much higher than the state average.
A few areas for improvement are
● Student attendance. We missed the state average by 0.9. State= 90%, FSD 89.9%
● Chronic Absenteeism: The percentage of students who missed 10% or more school days
per year either with or without a valid excuse. State= 29.8%, FSD= 37.1%. However,

shout out to our seniors last year who had the lowest chronic absenteeism rate.
State=43.6%, FSD 12th grade= 28.5%
● Increase 9th Grade On Track for our African American students and Bi-racial students
that scored at 38.5% and 48.7% respectively. (78% of White students are On Track
followed by 72% for Hispanic students) We would like to close this gap and achieve an
overall 9th Grade On Track rate of 75% for SY22-23.
● Continue to close the achievement gap between Low-Income and Non-Low-Income
students in both Reading (14-point difference) and Math (16-point difference).
For staff and parents/guardians who are interested in a deeper look at and better understanding of
the State Report Card, I will be giving a “State of the District” presentation on Wednesday,
November 16, at 6:00 PM. We ask that you reply by email to our Communications Department
by Friday, November 11, if you are interested in attending. The venue will be determined based
on the number of registered participants. You will receive an email on 11/14 with the location.
Please be reminded that because of Parent/Teacher Conferences, Monday, November 7 is a
non-attendance day for our students. Meeting with your child’s teacher is a way to strengthen the
relationship between school and home and positively impact your child’s success in school.

Celebrating Native American/American Indian Heritage Month November 2022
Every year, by statute and/or presidential proclamation, the
month of November is recognized as National Native American
Heritage Month. The 2022 theme for American Indian/Native
American Heritage Month is “We will defend Tribal sovereignty,
self-government, self-determination, and the homelands of Tribal
Nations”. During National Native American Heritage Month, we
celebrate Indigenous peoples past and present. As teachers and
scholars, scientists and doctors, writers and artists, business
leaders and elected officials, heroes in uniform, and so much more, they have made
immeasurable contributions to our country’s progress.
"Humankind has not woven the web of life. We are but one thread within it. Whatever we do to the web,
we do to ourselves. All things are bound together. All things connect." - Chief Seattle, Duwamish

Honoring Our Veterans
Veterans are proud of their military service in defending our
nation. Honor reflects the military value and tradition of answering
the call to duty. There is distinct honor in serving to protect our
way of life and the Constitution of the United States of America.
Thank you, Veterans, in Freeport SD 145 and the Freeport

Community for protecting and serving
our Nation. We applaud and salute you!

FHS National Art Honor Society
FHS Principal, Dr. Beth Summers received
the following note from a Freeport native:
“I just felt compelled to email you because
yesterday I was at Anderson Gardens and
viewed the pumpkins that Freeport High
School had in the competition. Whether the
high school wins or not, I wanted them to
know that I thought they did an amazing job.
I feel that young kids don’t get enough recognition and praise for the good things that they do so
I wanted them to know that someone noticed. I live in Rockford but was born in Freeport so I
have a great love for the town. My mom's family grew up there. So please let them know they
did an amazing job.” Congratulations to both the students and teachers in our Art Department
for their amazing work and their commitment to visual arts.

FHS Fall Musical
The FHS Theater Dept. is pleased to announce their upcoming
performance of the musical, “The Addams Family”. Tickets are
available online or by calling (815)232-0428. You don’t want to miss
this amazing show!

8th Grade Music Fall Festival
On October 12, the FMS 8th grade band, orchestra, and
choir held their annual 8th Grade Music Festival. The
morning was spent working with guest clinicians learning
new techniques, new ways to rehearse, and making
wonderful music together. The event culminated with a
performance by each group, followed by reflections on the
performances. Our guest clinicians were former FSD 145
instructor Nick Martin-band (Yorkville, IL), FSD alumni Carl
and Dianna Cole-choir (Rockford, IL), and Christopher
Ramaeker-orchestra (UW-Whitewater, WI).

Fall Celebrations
Many of our schools celebrated Fall & Halloween with school and
family events. Enjoy the photos

4 FSD School Board Seats Up for Election in 2023
There are 4 seats up for election on the FSD Board of Education, in the 2023 Consolidated
Election. The process of getting on the ballot is now open. Additional information for interested
individuals are available here: School Board Election 2023

〰Upcoming Events & Community Resources〰
The organizations & events listed below are not sponsored by or affiliated with FSD 145

Jewelry, Gem, Fossil & Mineral Show

💎

The Northwest IL Rock Club will hold its 2022 Jewelry, Gen, Fossil & Mineral Show on
November 12th & 13th at the Freeport Eagles Club. Informational Flier

CHOM
The NWIL Children’s Hands On Museum is sponsoring a “Children’s Wishing Well Fundraiser
on December 7th at the Big O’s. Informational Flier

REMINDERS
FSD Employment Opportunities

📰

FSD has openings for the 2022-23 school year. For more information on job openings and to
apply visit our website, fsd145.

Care Solace
Care Solace is a complimentary and confidential care coordination service that can help you
quickly find mental health or substance use treatment options matched to your needs regardless
of circumstance. Call 888-515-0595. Support is available 24/7/365 in any language.
Visit www.caresolace.com/fsd145 and either search on your own OR click “Book Appointment”
for assistance by video chat, email, or phone.

Upcoming Notable Dates:

🗓️

November 7 - Parent Teacher Conferences - No School for Students
November 8 - Election Day - FSD CLOSED
Wednesday, November 23 - Friday November 25 - FSD Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday

Daylight Savings Time
Don’t forget to set your clocks back 1 hour this Sunday, November 6th.

Tuesday, November 8 is Election Day. Go out and VOTE! Your
voice matters. While most of our students are not old enough to vote,
we do hope that they are aware of why we observe this day as a
holiday and the importance of exercising our right to vote.
Congratulations to our students who are voting for the first time!

It’s a 4-day weekend for students. We hope that they will enjoy the time off. We look forward to
seeing you at your child’s conference. Thank you for your support and partnership with FSD and
have a great weekend.

With gratitude
Dr. Anna Alvarado,
Superintendent of Schools

