October 7, 2022
Dear FSD Staff and Parents/Guardians,

Our first District Institute Day for the 2022-23
school year, on Wednesday, was a great
success. The day began with our keynote
address delivered by Mr. Jed Dearybury
(pictured top right). Jed challenged us in his
message, “Creativity, Courage, and Change…”,
and made us laugh as he talked about “... “And
Why I Hate Squirrels”. Staff then attend three
90-minute sessions. There were a total of 46
sessions offered during the day, covering a wide
range of topics for staff. Each of these sessions,
as Jed also stated, lent to equipping,
encouraging and empowering our staff to give
their best for our students.
Another highlight of the day was having Dr. Jan Richardson (pictured top center) who
presented to our elementary staff members. Dr. Richardson is often called America’s leading
expert in guided reading. Her sessions were designed to equip teachers with practical and
effective techniques for strengthening small-group reading instruction. The ultimate goal,
according to Dr. Richardson is “for every student to become a better reader who just can’t
wait to read another book”!

Celebrating Latinx & Hispanic Heritage Month
As National Hispanic Heritage Month comes to an end, as with
other similarly themed months, it is wise not to isolate the
exploration of Latinx history and culture into one month during
the year. Latino history is American history. Therefore, it is
important to integrate the history of this diverse culture
throughout the school year. “Justice is about making sure that
being polite is not the same thing as being quiet. In fact,
oftentimes, the most righteous thing you can do is shake the
table.” Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez

Attendance Results
A big THANK YOU to both students and parents for your
support in helping us improve attendance across the District.
Attendance matters and is a significant factor in our student’s
academic success and achievement. Let’s keep it going!
Week 1
91.5%

Week Two
90.9%

Week Three
91.6%

Week Four
90.8%

Week Five
92.1%

Homecoming Parade
Judging by the hundreds of spectators, Wednesday was a
great day for a parade. The HOCO parade included about
80 entries, representing our entire district and many of our
community partners. Special thanks to Student Council
advisors, Jaci Ogden and Hailey Bunker, as well as FHS
Principal, Dr. Beth Summers. Enjoy more Homecoming
photos

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS
National Coaches Day
On October 6th, National Coaches Day honors the men and women
who inspire us to work harder and do our best. Hats off to our
amazing staff of FSD Coaches! “A good coach can change a game;
a great coach can change a life.” - John Wooden

National Principals Month
Celebrated every October, National Principals Month is an
opportunity to celebrate and honor our incredible school principals
for their visionary leadership and tireless pursuit of success for
each student. FSD 145 is proud to have a team of dedicated and
determined principals who lead their staff and students with
courage and creativity. You are appreciated!

Immediate Board Vacancy
Due to the resignation of a school board member the FSD Board of Education has an
immediate opening. The term of the vacant seat expires in April, 2023. To learn more about
how to be considered for this vacancy, please visit our website.
I take this opportunity to thank board member Mr. Pete Norman for seven years of service to the
Freeport School District. The role of board member takes great responsibility, and the dedication
of one’s personal time. Thank you, Pete, for your labor of love and your contributions on behalf
of our staff, students and community stakeholders.

4 FSD School Board Seats Up for Election in 2023
There are 4 seats up for election on the FSD Board of Education, in the 2023 Consolidated
Election. The process of getting on the ballot is open now. Additional information for interested
persons available here: School Board Election 2023

〰Upcoming Events & Community Resources〰
The organizations & events listed below are not sponsored by or affiliated with FSD 145

Freeport Park District “Trick-or-Treat Trail”

4H ESPORTS Club
University of Illinois-Extension-Stephenson County 4-H is offering an
Esports Club this fall. This club is open to ALL youth that are ages
8-18. 4-H MEMBERSHIP IS NOT REQUIRED. Learn more.

REMINDERS
FSD Employment Opportunities

📰

FSD has openings for the 2022-23 school year. For more information on job openings and to
apply visit our website, fsd145.

Care Solace
Care Solace is a complimentary and confidential care coordination service that can help you
quickly find mental health or substance use treatment options matched to your needs regardless
of circumstance. Call 888-515-0595. Support is available 24/7/365 in any language.
Visit www.caresolace.com/fsd145 and either search on your own OR click “Book Appointment”
for assistance by video chat, email, or phone.

Upcoming Notable Dates:
October 10 - Columbus Day - FSD Closed
November 8 - Election Day - FSD CLOSED
It is hard to believe that we are just a few weeks away from the end of the first quarter. We
encourage you early and invite you to participate in Parent/Teacher conferences, coming up in
early November. These conferences are a great opportunity to share academic progress and
student growth, achievements and challenges; as well as the opportunity to build the bond
between school and home. Have a great 3-day weekend and wish our Pretzels well at the big
Homecoming Game tonight!
With gratitude
Dr. Anna Alvarado,
Superintendent of Schools

