THEY CHOSE
TO TEACH
IN THE
PRETZEL
CITY.

WHY YOU SHOULD, TOO.
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THE SIX EDUCATORS FEATURED ON OUR COVER BECAME “HONORARY
PRETZELS"” BY CHOOSING TO WORK IN FREEPORT'S PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
COULD IT BE THE RIGHT PLACE FOR YOU, TOO?

WHO WE ARE

Teaching is more than just a profession for most teachers at Freeport School District 145 (FSD145). It is their calling. If
you are excited to share your knowledge with your students, compelled to help shape and influence young lives, and
eager to team with other professionals to create a fun, progressive, and productive work environment centered on
strong relationships, Freeport schools may be your perfect landing spot. Want to know more? Here are some of the
principles that will guide your work if you choose FSD145.

OUR MISSION

In partnership with students, family, and community, we educate every student for the challenges of today and
the opportunities of tomorrow through the continuous pursuit of excellence.

OUR DIVERSITY FOCUS

One of the reasons FSD145 is such a great place to teach is because we value teachers of diverse backgrounds who
reflect the rich cultures of our community and our students.

WHY THE “PRETZEL" NICKNAME?

Quite simply, Freeport was a prodigious pretzel and beer producer in the
1880s. Being well-known for both, locals preferred “Pretzels” for the name of
their local school athletic teams. This proud tradition provides lots of fun for
staff, students, and the community, and has given Freeport national acclaim
on ESPN, the David Letterman show, and in other media outlets.
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DANIELLE
JACKSON

School Counselor,
5th and 6th grade
14 years
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FSD is not just a place
to work, but a place to
build relationships and
make lifelong friends.
We are a family. In
Freeport, you gain
valuable experience
as an educator and
become part of a
great community.
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Can you picture yourself as a Pretzel? EJIi}



WHERE WE WORK

Nine school buildings and two alternative sites make up the physical homes of our students and staff. It is at
these places where our talented teachers and staff members focus on the academic success, social/emotional

growth, and safety of our diverse student population. Here is a quick summary of each school.

LINCOLN-DOUGLAS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL has TAYLOR PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL has been recognized

earned the lllinois Spotlight School distinction seven as a Blue Ribbon School and a Spotlight School for Academic
times. Students are assigned a classroom teacher, and Achievement. The building includes 14 elementary classrooms,
additionally spend time with art, music, and physical PASS Pre-school, Special Education services, and Family
education teachers during the week. Resource Coordinator services.

CARL SANDBURG SCHOOL serves all 5th and 6th grade students
in the District. The school is an AVID (Advancement Via Individual
Determination) Elementary site. AVID Elementary strategies are

embedded into the daily instruction of all classrooms in order to help
develop the academic habits students will need to be successful in middle

BLACKHAWK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL is an eight-

time lllinois Spotlight School Award recipient. The CENTER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL has a diverse student school, high school, and college. The school features 40 classrooms, a
building includes 20 classrooms, a multi-purpose population and houses the district’'s High Academic Potential gymna;ium a conﬂ;rence room. and a cafeteria. ’
room with stage, gym, library, mobile computer Program (HAPP). Students are assighed a classroom teacher, but ' '

labs, expansive playground area, and multiple play spend time with the art, music, and physical education teachers

structures. during the week. FREEPORT MIDDLE SCHOOL serves all 7th and 8th grade students in

the District. The school features 56 classrooms, a gymnasium, a conference
room, a cafeteria, a pool, a theatre, Special Education services, and

EMPIRE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL has been recognized as
a Blue Ribbon School and a National School of Excellence.
Our school has also received the Excellence Award for

g T T Exemplary Academic Performance on the Learning Standards.
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Family Resource Coordinator services. Students have the opportunity
to participate in numerous extracurricular and co-curricular activities,
including the district’s Grammy award-winning music program.

Our dedicated parent & volunteer communities support the

students and staff throughout the year. FREEPORT HIGH SCHOOL is the sole high school serving the District. The school

includes 80 classrooms, two gymnasiums, a technology wing, Pretzel Stadium, and
a 400-seat cafeteria. Students have the opportunity to participate in numerous
JONES-FARRAR INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB)
WORLD SCHOOL was authorized as an IB World School

in June 2013. IB schools share a common philosophy - a

extracurriculars, including our Grammy award-winning music program. Students also
have access to dual-credit opportunities, the CollegeNOW program with Highland
Community College, courses through the Career and Technical Education Consortium,
commitment to high quality and challenging international and AVID elective courses. Our College & Career Center also provides guidance
education. The school houses 15 classrooms, a gymnasium, an to our students as they prepare for life after graduation. FHS is a 1-to-1 campus: all

inquiry center, and a computer lab. students in the school are provided with a Chromebook for their studies.

What building do you see yourself in? [}
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KATELYN COPUS

Speech and Language Pathologist
10 years
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There are many
opportunities to get
involved in the community.
| coach Special Olympics
soccer and elementary-level
soccer, and also sit on a
couple of boards. | like being
involved in the community
in which | live, and that has
been rewarding to me. My
family also lives in the area
and | want to give back to
the district and community
where | grew up. Once a
pretzel, always a pretzel!
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G2 WHAT WE ACCOMPLISH

FSD145 is proud to boast a full array of award-winning music, speech,
ROTC, and athletic programs that bring pride to our students and

give identity to our community. From orchestra to AP classes to dual-
credit courses with our local community college, we are always pushing
to expand our reach. Our district is also working hard to create a

21st century learning environment that is safe and engaging for our
students and well-positioned to do more big things. Every day holds
small successes that, properly nurtured and shared, will produce large
accomplishments.

With the help of its innovative staff, committed administrators, and dedicated
board members, FSD145 shows its Pretzel Pride every day of the year.
Though we always have more to do, here is a look at some of our most recent
achievements.

+ Implemented 1:1 Chromebook technology at Freeport High School

+ Approved freshman academy and high school career academy model

+ Focused on project-based learning initiatives

+ Implemented Innovative K-12 English, reading and math curriculum

+ Increased high school Advanced Placement, dual -credit, and business
course offerings

+ Expanded AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) to fourth grade

+ Implemented new bilingual curriculum and assessments

+ Introduced the latest in science and social studies curriculum

+ Provided additional social work support in each building

« Strong partnership with the local Boys & Girls Club

+ Continued diversity training for all educators

+ Expanded Preschool Program to include an all-day classroom

+ Added behavior support specialists at the elementary schools

+ Focused on involvement of community members through volunteering and
mentoring

What would you do to put your personal stamp on our success?

NATASHA JACKSON

Elementary Teacher, Kindergarten
9 years
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Working at FSD#145 means
you are part of a learning
community that strives to
improve. We have a Grammy
Award winning music
program, AVID program,
technology in our classrooms,
and a strong connection
with Highland Community
College. Plus, Freeport is
only 1-2 hours away from
several major cities and
tourist destinations, so you

can get there quickly and not
miss out on fun events.
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